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NOY 2007 RALE!GH., Ne C. MAY 14, 1956 
N. C. PRICES RECEIVED INDEX Ue oe PRICES RECEIVED SAND 
UP | POINT PARITY INDEX UP | PERCENT 


Higher prices received by North Caro- 
lina farmers for corm, soybeans, cotton, 
hogs, beef cattle, and sorghum grains The Index oi Prices Received b) Farmers 
were’ primarily. responsible for “the in- jincreased 1. percent’ (8. pointsy © to, +233 
crease of the All Farm products index percent of its 1910-14 average during 
of prices received py farmers during the the month ending in mid-April. Higier 
month ended April 15, 1956. prices for hogs, potatoes, bee: cattle, 

The April index of 285 compares with and corn were inportant contributors to 
an index of 29 a year earlier and an the rise. price declines tor tomatoes, 
index of 300 on April 15, 1954. milk sold at wholesale, povltry, and eggs 

Lower poultry and dairy prices were were partially offsetting. The mid- 
the main contributors in the decline of April index was 6 percent below a year 
the livestock and livestock products’ earlier. 


Parity Ratio Unchanged 


index. The parity  f.ndex (prices paid for 
An- increase of 2 points in the All commodities, interest, taxes, and wage 
(Continued on Page 2) (Continued on Page 2) 


LAND VALUES LAG BEHIND 
COMMODITY PRICES 


INDEX 


300 


Prices received 


by farmers * 
(1910-14=100) | 


em Ras? 


! 
re) 
Value of farm land 
(1912-14=100) 


100 


1940 1945 1950 Marots) 


% AVERAGE OF FOUR PREVIOUS MONTHLY INDEXES 
O DATA FOR 1940 & '41 AS OF MARCH 1; 1942 TO DATE AS OF MAR. 1, JULY 1 AND NOY. 1 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NEG. 56(2)-748 AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 


N. C. PRICES (Continued) 


Crops index from 366 to 308 was due most- 
ly to higher cotton, soybean, and com 
prices. 

The ratio of prices received by North 
Carolina farmers to prices paid by U. S. 
farmers at 100 was 1 point below march 
15, 1956. 


U. S. PRICES (Continued) 
rates) continued to advance during the 
month, reaching 284, the same as a year 
ago. The April increase of nearly 1 per- 
cent over march was largely due to the 
higher wage rate index. At 538, this 
index was 3 percent higher than in the 
first quarter of this. year, and 4 per- 
cent above April 1955. 

Increases in farm product prices just 
about matched the advance in. the Parity 
Index during the month ended April 15, 
leaving the parity ratio at 82, the same 
as in March and 6 percent lower. than at 
this time last year. 


PRICES PAID FOR MOST CLOTHING 
ITEMS ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Average prices paid by North Carolina 
farmers for clothing on march 15, 1956 
were generally above those a year ago. 
Prices paid for rubber boots and women’s 
shoes were unchanged, while rayon panties 
and muslin showed a slight decline during 
the year. 

Prices paid for extra trousers, cot- 
ton trousers, men’s work shoes, and mus- 
lin were below those paid on December 
Peek a. (See the table below for the 
comparisons. ) 


COMMERCIAL HATCHERY REPORT. _ 


Commercial hatcheries in North 
Carolina produced an estimated 11,641,- 
000 chicks during March. This output 
of chicks was 26 percent above the 9,- 
Zhe 000 chicks hatched in March a Year earlier 
and 44 percent above the 1950-54 average 
March production of 8,089,000 chicks. 

Chick production for the first 3 
months of 1956 totaled 29,363,000 -- 28 
percent above the 22,881,000 chicks 
produced for the comparable period during 
1955. 

Commercial hatcheries in the United 
States produced 283,701,000 chicks during 
March. This was 12 percent above the 
output of chicks in March last year 
but about average for the month. 

Broiler chicks accounted for 46 
percent of the total chicks produced in 
March compared with 41 percent in March 
last year. Broiler chick production 
which was the largest of record for the 
month totaled 129,859,000 chicks 23 per- 
cent more than in March last year. The 
demand for broiler chicks remains 
steady and a relatively large hatch of 
broiler chicks during April is in pro- 
spect as the number of broiler chicks 
eggs in incubators on April 1 was 25 
percent more than a year earlier. 

Chicks produced for flock replace- 
ments during March totaled 153, 842,000 
compared with 148,842,000 in March last 
year -- an increase of 3 percent. The 
hatch of non-broiler chicks during April 
is not expected to show much change 
from the April hatch of a year ago as 
the number of non-broiler eggs in incuba- 
tors on April 1 was about the same as 
a year ago. 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR CLOTHING 


ITEMS 


Suits, wool, 1 pair pants... 
Extra. trousers, woOlen...... 
Trousers, COUTON. ..sess cans 
Overall] Sie ct Cee coe 
Shirts; «Cotton (WOrk?....2 055% 
Socks, cotton work. : ss 2.95. 
Undershirts, vise. ooo sone 
SHOTS So ie wee aoe ate ote 
Shoes, work, men’S.......ee.e 
Boots, rubber knee-length... 
Dresses, house, percale..... 
Rayon DANtleS....essseessees 
Shoes or oxfords, women’s... 
Muslin, unbleached 36’’ wide] Yard 
Percale, 36’’ wide..........) Yard 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Mar. 15; Mar. 15] Dec. 15] Mar. 15] Mar. 
1956 1955 1955 1956 iene 


UNITED STATES 


* DOLLARS: 
41,50 40.50 42.30 42, 20 42.40 
10.50 10.00 11.00 10.90 11.00 
3.7 3.70 3.91 91 3.85 
3.35 3.30 3.34 3.36 3.32 
2. 20 2.05 1,89 1,89 1.83 
032 31 ~ 309 ~310 . 304 
- 68 - 66 » 643 »653 -638 
» 80 277 771 779 » 763. 
6.90 6.60 . 09 7.13 6.93 
6, 20 6. 20 6.39 6.49 6.19 
3.50 3.35 3.15 3.17 3.11 
- 60 62 »615 »616 »616 
5. 20 5. 20 5. 48 5-53 5.41 
027 28 » 298 - 300 » 297 
047 2457 461 » 458 


APRIL | CORN STOCKS UP, 


Combined stocks of corm on farms and 
in storage off farms in North Carolina 
as Of April 1 amounted to 28,668,000 bush- 
els. This reserve is 44 percent above 
the 19,876,000 bushels in storage on 
Apri] ..1,. 1955,.. and. 10 iis,,the, heayiest 
April 1 corm stocks carried since 1952. 

Wheat stocks in all North Carolina 
storage positions on April 1 totaled 
1,952,000 bushels, a 17 percent decrease 
from the comparable 2,340,000 _ bushel 
stock of a year earlier. April 1 oat 


stocks likewise were down, having amounted 


to 3,813,000 bushels this year as com- 
pared with 4,119,000 bushels in 1955, 
a difference of 7.4 percent. Barl ey 
stocks decreased 25 percent over the same 


period changing from 448,000 down to 
334,000 bushels. Rye stocks showed an 
increase, rising 28 percent from the 


29,000 bushels recorded for April 1, 1955, 
to 37,000 bushels for April l.of 1956. 


On-farm stocks of sorghum grain are 
not available for April, but the off- 
farm storage was reported at 186,000 


bushels this year as compared with 122,000 
bushels for last year, an increase of 
52 percent. 


UNITED STATES 


Stocks stored in all positions on 
ADril 1 were record large for cor with 
2,291 million bushels, wheat at 1, 288 


NORTH CAROLINA AND UNITED STATES 


WHEAT AND OATS DOWN 


IN N. C. 


million bushels, and oats at 674 million 
bushels, The off-farm total of 125 mil- 
lion bushels of sorghum grain (farm stocks 
are not estimated on April 1) is also 
largest of record. ANG oa, 7 mus On 
bushels of rye are the largest April 1 
stocks since 1944 and barley. stocks are 
nearly equal to the record stocks of a 
year ago. The tonnage of feed grains in 
all positions is the largest in the 14 
year series available for April 1. 

Wheat stocks of 1, 28 million bushels 
stored in all positions on April 1 are 
the largest for that date in the com- 
parable series beginning in 1935. This 
total is 4 percent larger than a year 
earlier, the previous record holdings, 
and more than double the 1945-54 April 
1 average, The stocks total was more 
than a third larger than the 1955 pro- 
duction, reflecting the record large 
carry-over.,of, old ‘wheat on july 1a 
large part of which was Government owned. 
Current stocks are less than January 1, 
1956 stocks by 254 million bushels or 
16 percent. 

Rye “stocks: (of °23.7 ‘mildion~ bushels 
in all positions on April 1 were the 
largest since 1944 and 17 percent larger 
than on this same date a year earlier. 

Stocks of corn in all storage positions 
One wADTILL slat 292918 million bushels, 
were the largest of record, 7 percent 

(Continued on Page 5) 


INDEX NUMBERS 


Mar. Apr. Apr. ADY. Apr. 

INDEX 5 15 15 15 15 
1956 1956 1955 1954 1953 

NORTH CAROLINA INDEX NUMBERS 
Alle MaItimeroOuOUGes scc:icsreete ce aicie eos 28 4 285 299 300 291 
All (GYOD Sas a sfotes ct o aleke 6 che cis Gla occis cleo) 306 308 320 315 303 
MONWDACCO Reteravstaterctevete-clotcre ec creta oheinitele 386 386 393 390 363 
COLTON. cer eesevvececvesevsvvevouns 256 26 4 QUT 28 1 213 
oil P Bearing, eeeeoeeeeeseseeveeeeeees ee 6 & 30 2 305 345 Boi 313 
GFAINS. ceseeescreveesevevevveeens 149 155 181 184 194 
Commercial Vegetables... ..cescevee 220 219 271 244 oso 
PIYUUR EScrcete Giclichehetaichabetes eeeee#eee#e#e#e 372 ol2 330 320 305 
Livestock and Livestock. Products... 208 207 226 245 248 
Meat Animal S. eeeeeeeseseeeseeeseeee@ 198 216 247 333 286 
POU] ELYs ccveeeecceceeeveesceveees 194 188 PANG 29 235 
Dairy Vielelenete se 6islelee 6 eeeeeeeveeeseeee@ 237 229 223 BON 236 
Ratio of Prices Rec’ d. tO sPAld* os «oie 101 100 105 106 104 
UNITED STATES INDEX NUMBERS 
PYiceS RECEIVE. ..cerereevevesevecs 230 233 247 251 260 
Prices paid, Int., Taxes & 

Wage RATES. ces ecccevcvcrvesesvvens B2 28 4 28,4 23 2 280 
Parity RAE TOC Ve ote a lelste Seb 6D 6 orate eter eeue 82 82 87 91 93 


* Ratio of N. C. Prices received to U S. Prices paid. 


SOME FEED PRICES UP OTHERS DOWN 


Prices paid by North Carolina farmers 
tor most mixed dairy feeds declined slight- 
ly during the month ended April 15, 1956. 

All the high protein feeds, with the 
exception oi cottonseed meal, remained 
on the march 15 level. cottonseed meal 
at $3.35 per hundred was down 5 cents 


per hundred trom the previous month. 
All the grain by-products feeds, ex- 
cept bran were costing tarmers slightly 


PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS 


APR. 15 
1956 


MAR. 15 
1956 


APR. 15 
1956 


DOLLARS 


GORN sj otorcrovsrecateievavere 70) 
WHEAT As oa arscoerove-o10 2.00 
OATSc's octorots o ctolc ore 81 
BARLEY. cyoreralersterlo ole oes 
RYE sterol eroto-o oteimretoke .00 
SORGHUM GRAINS... FOS 
SOYBEANS. coco cc «22 
PEANUTS S . ds cece c 133 
GOMTONS Ses 2 Sere - 310 
COUTONSEED scstioen .00 
WO Ole rotcicialotere aloroiate 44 
HOGSicmemistoc ce osc 0 51749) 
BEERRCADILE SR eee . 80 
VEAL GAL VESs so cee -70 
SHEE Picnatotelo ei o/aiaioreic -00 
IZAMB Siorororeiptetorevaterors .60 
-00 
ayaa | 
-210 
. 320 
. 3/79 


5 3@) 
2.00 


COM°L BROILERS. oo| 
TURKEMS cra carole oracle 
EGGSimesioisto a orarstarors 
MILK, WHLSE._J/o. .60 _2/] 5.30_3/ 
RE TATE. Lf soa eee .216 .220 
BUTITERFA Woo ce ceo -49 47 
POTATOES colo eimioroia 70 
SWEETPOTATOESo ooo 2 ahs) 
APPLES, COM®Loooo .90 
LESPEDEZA SEED.oo -80 
KOREAN oid clolc old 130 
KOBEaoosiccelcreioicis : 250 
COM. & TENNooooo OO 
SERWCEA claicteco oo BAS 
HAY, ALt BALED _9/ .90 
ALFALFA HAYoooco .0O 
LESPEDEZA HAYooo -10 
SOYBEAN AND 
COWPEA HAYooooe -40 
PEANUT VINEooocoo -90 
OMHGRiete avo ciaicie.c.0%8 .90 


1/ Estimated rverage prices for the month for all 
milk sold at uholesale to plants and dealers, 

2/ Revised. 

3/ Prelimimiry. 

4/ Sold by formers direct to consumers. 

5/ The 111 hay price is the weighted average of 
separate kinds including a 1llowince for 
minor kinds. 


more than a month earlier. 

Average prices paid for scratch grain 
and broiler growing mash were § cents 
per hundred above march 15 prices. Lay- 
ing mash was unchanged trom the previous 
month. 


FEED PRICES PAID BY FARMERS 


Seabee 
Mar. j/Apr. | Mar. 
Ni) 15 15 
1956 {1956 | 1956 


DOLLARS 


FEED PEP 
HUNDF EDWEI GHT 


Mixed Dairy Feed 
Under 29% Protein 
A eeeeeoeeee#s? eet @ 
16% Protein..... 
18% Protein..... 
20% Proteines?.. 
24% Protein..... 
29% & OVELeccecs 
High Protein Feeds 
Linseed Meal.... 
Soybean Meal.... 
Cottonseed Meal. 
Meats SCrapy i. sss 


Grain By-Products 


POOF NOWODAMIS 
ONIPID D-Iwpon-) 


° 
e 


H> OO CO H 09 C0 CO WO CO 
B-100N MOODDDD 
ANMhRO WHRROOUW 


HOO CO He CO C9 CO CO CO 


BILAN ss cleo el evereve ers 90 Shel 
Middlings....... 97 ae 10 
COTM Meal sis c o.scs 33] 3. 48 
GUrn GlLutenesien. 23|3. 24 
Poultry Feed 
Laying Mash..... 3E14. 42 
Scratch Grain... 95}4.05 
Broiler Growing 
MASH. coe vccces 81 4.91 
poultry Ration _//. 4213.51 


L/ Average of prices paid for commercial 
feeds and prices received for grain, 


LOCAL MARKET’ 
FEED PRICE RATIOS 


Mar. | Apr. | Mar. 
1956) 1956 |} 1956 


POULTRY FEED 


PRICE RATIO _// 


Egg-Feed 
(Poultry Ration) 
Farm 
Chicken Feed 2/ 
Broiler-Feed 
(Broiler Mash) 
Turkey Feed _2/ 


l/ Pounds of feed equal in value to one 
dozen eggs, one pound farm chickens, 
one pound broilers and one pound 
turkeys. 

2/ Poultry ration. 


CORN STOCKS, WHEAT AND OATS 
(Continued) 

above the 2,133 million bushels in Stor- 
age a year ago and 47 percent above aver- 
age. About one-half of the stocks were 
under loan to or owned by ccc. of the 


total stocks, 1,477 million. bushels were 
on farms -- up about 4 percent from a 
year ago. The CCC had 534 million bushels 


in Government owned bins compared with 
513 million bushels a year ago. 

Stocks 8104) o8teein «alleeposi.tions -are 
estimated at 674 million bushels -- a 
record high. This is nearly one-tenth 
above last year, and one-fourth more than 
the 10-year average. More than half the 
Nation’s stocks are concentrated in four 
States -- Minnesota, 111 million bushels; 
Towa, 110 million; South Dakota, 65 mil- 
lion; and Wisconsin, 64 million bushels. 

Stocks of barley in all positions on 
April 1 totaled 26.3 million bushels, 
the second largest of record and exce- 
eded only slightly by last year’s all- 
time high total of 206.5 million bushels. 

Sorghum grain stocks estimates are 
avarvauie (as, ot “April “f for “only the 
off-farm positions. The off-farm stocks 
total was an. April 1 record of 124.7 mil- 
lion bushels compared with 12.6 mil- 
lion bushels a year ago. of the cur- 
rent total, 90.8 million bushels were 
in interior mills, elevators and ware- 
houses: up -- 8.7 million bushels from a 
year ago -- and 33.9 million bushels were 
in terminals -- down 4,5 million bushels 
from a year ago. 


TURKEY OPERATIONS 


Heavy breed poult production in 
March was 41 percent larger than in 
March last year while light breed pro- 
duction was 10 percent smaller. 
number of heavy breed poults hatched 
during March totaled 11,083,000 com- 
‘pared with 7,846,000 a year earlier. 
The number of heavy breed poults hatched 
during the first three months was 50 
percent larger than during the same 
period last year. The heavy white breed 
hatched during March totaled 1,860,000 
poults. The number of heavy breed eggs in 
incubators on April 1 was 24, 254,000 
compared with 21,152,000 a year ago. 
Of the heavy breed eggs in incubators, 
4,496,000 were of the heavy white breed. 
No comparisons with a year ago are a- 
vailable for heavy white breed poults 
hatched and eggs in incubators. Light 
breed poults hatched during March totaled 
972,000 compared with 1,085,000 during 
March last year. 


The. 


N. C. SOYBEAN STOCKS UP 


Stocks of soybeans in all. storage 
positions in North Carolina as oi April 
1 amovnted to 1,179,000 bushels which 
was around 48 percent greater than the 
798,000 bushels on hand a year earlier. 
Ofi-farm stocks of 116,000 bushels were 
considerably lower than for April 1, 1935 
when soybeans in commercial storage total= 
ed 184,000 bushels or about 89 percent 
more. on the other hand .April 1 farm 
stocks this year were 73 percent higher, 
having been recorded at 1,0€3,600 bushels 


as compared with 614,000 bushels last 
year. ‘Farmers intentions to plant a 
much larger acreage oi soybeans this 
year than they did last is undoubtedly 


a major contributing factor to the in- 
creased Larm stocks of soybeans. 


UNITED STATES 


Soybean stocks of 176.5 million bushels 
were reported in al] storage positions 
on “Aprid et; These are the highest April 
1 stocks of record exceeding last year, 
the previous high by only one-hali mil- 
lion bushels. Stocks son “hand (Aprile 
1954 amounted to 118 million bushels. 

Included» in the current totals are 
farm stocks of 60 million bushels, down 
nearly half from a year ago. Interior 
mills, elevators and warehouse stocks 
totaled 27 million bushels, also down 
sharply from the nearly 41 million bushels 
im) the..same . positions. April .1, -1953. 
Terminal stocks, as reported by the Grain 
Division, AMS amounted to 22 million 
bushels, 5% times as large as those of 
a year earlier. Processing plants, as 
enumerated by the Bureau of the Census, 
held 67.4 million bushels, almost 4 times 
those ot April 1 last year. 

From an estimated supply of 381 mil- 
lion bushels (carry-over October 1, 1955 
of .10 million plus production of 371 mil- 
lion bushels), a disappearance of nearly 
20& million bushels is indicated for the 
period Oetober 1° to April 1. Known use 
for the one-half year includes 149 mil- 
lion bushels processed for oil as re- 
ported by the Bureau of the Census and 
about 45.4 million bushels exported. In 
addition, a considerable quantity of the 
1955 crop soybeans were processed be- 
fore Qctober 1 and a small quantity has 
been ied, 


RECORD MARCH LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER FOR NORTH CAROLINA 
HOGS AT ALL=TIME HIGH 


Commercial slaughter of livestock 
in North Carolina during March amounted 
to 25,724,000 pounds liveweight. This 
was a record for the month, exceeding 
the previous high of 25,561,000 pounds, 
established in March of last year, by 
163,000 pounds. By species the March 
slaughter was made up of 9,310,000 
pounds of cattle, 800,000 pounds of 
calves, and 15,614,000 pounds of hogs. 
Sheep and lambs butchered were in- 
significant. Total liveweight of cattle 
and calves was less than for March a 
year ago, but an all-time high record 
poundage for all months of hogs slaughter- 
ed more than offset decreases in other 
species. 

U. S. production of red meat by 
commercial slaughter plants for March 
totaled 2,265 million pounds. This was 
4 percent above the February output of 
2,184 million pounds and also 4 per- 
cent above the 2,185 million pounds 
produced in March a year ago. Estimated 
meat production includes slaughter in 
Federally inspected plants and other 
wholesale and retail plants, but ex- 
cludes farm slaughter. 

Production of red meat during the 
first three months this year totaled 


NORTH CAROLINA AND JU. 


MARCH 


6,926 million pounds, 10 percent more 
than the 6,244 million pounds produced 
during the corresponding 3-month period 
last year. Each specie showed for this 
period, an increase in meat output over 
a year ago. 

March beef production totaled 
1,131 million pounds, 4 percent higher 
than either the previous month or a 
year ago. 

March calf slaughter estimated at 
1,033,000 head was 9 percent higher than 
the 946,400 estimated for February, 
but 8 percent below the March 1955 
slaughter of 1,121,900 head. Veal 
production for March totaled 113 mil- 
lion pounds; 5 percent above the Feb- 
ruary output but 5 percent less than 
March last year. 

Pork production totaled 955 mil-. 
lion pounds during March. This was 3 
percent above the previous month and 5 
percent above the output of March last 
year. 

Sheep and lamb slaughter in March 
at 1,366,900 head was 4 percent above 
the 1,318,200 head slaughtered in Feb- 
ruary but 2 percent below the 1,390, 200 
head slaughtered in March 1955. 


S. LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER” 
JANUARY - MARCH 


Number Total Number Total 

SPECIES Sl aughtered Livewei ght Sl] aughtered Livewei ght 

1955 1956 

Thous. Head THOUS LDS Thous. Head PROCS. ] DS. 
Ne Gs 
ar 1g | 7.88 
EHEe nes) Aoud 
Lambs A 2 17 
Hogs j 40, 338 42,870 
TOTAL 25, 724 2310 241.8 72, 754 1Syooe 
Uses Million Lbs, 
nee 38 | OBE 
ana 607 
Lambs . 403 422 
HO gs 1,719 195 4,613 Hees 
TOTAL 4,085 32.5 11,269 | 12, 486 


* Includes slaughter under Federal inspection and other wholesale and retail 


slaughter; excludes farm slaughter. 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR SPECIFIED FOOD 


ITEMS 


NORTH CAROLINA UNITED STATES 


ITEMS UNIT Oe Gee Mere 
1925 1926 1585 1986 foes 


Sede eae CE Per an EDS 1 
y Tigieteve’al wats elere eaters per By i Ss. 2) 
Bread, awit tect ae Per ib. 

Corn Meal. MAL aA Per Lb. 6. 
Rolled oats Packaged Per Lb. 

REC Gees eee ae ae Per Lb. 19. 
BACON Cia s helaatee ans Per Lb. 50 
Rounds Steak yas osc + Per Lb. te 
Derdiae eeeseeseeseeees#es Per Lb. 20. 
Butter......... ee Per bs WD 
Cheese, American.... Per Lb. 

COLE CARS Shek pine soak Per Lb. 89 
Tea, Orange Pekoe... Per Lb. 1. 
OFan Ges 216" Sswieaere.c Per Doz. Bo 
BaMania Sipercteleetereretel vic Per Lb. 

Apples} Freshien. ss. Per Lb. 12. 
Lemons, S60 ESeictere cts per Lb. 


MOST FURNITURE PRICES HIGHER 


North Carolina farmers were paying 
slightly more for most furniture items 
on March 15, 1956 than they were on the 
same date a year earlier. Felt base 
rugs, dining-room suites, bedsteads, 
mattresses, bed springs, and _ kitchen 
cabinets all showed increases from the 


previous year. At the same time, prices 
of refrigerators, stoves, bedroom suits, 
and axminster rugs registered decreases. 
Living-room suits and washing machines 
were the same on both dates. (See the 
table below for the comparisons, ) 


CENTS 
05 1. 00 1.05 1.04 1.04 1.04 
00 2. 00 2.05 2. 10 2. 12 2.15 
= 18.6 18.1 Sy pn by Pc 1yo3 
2 6.2 6.8 Teen (rey) 1) 
= bse 15. 8 = 14. 4 14, 2 
0 18.8 19.0 ao UN Ss 18, 2 
44 Hy) 50.0 46.0 o7.6 
70 74 Fe | 713.3 ees) 
6 19.6 21. 2 18.9 18. 2 20.6 
15 15 1123 (es, 70.8 
at Ul! 57 - | 56.0 06. 0 
92 93 viaeo 95. 2 96.3 
45 1. 50 1. 40 1.56 1. 58 - 1. 49 
35 32 47.7 47.6 45. 1 
= 14.5 14.5 - 17.0 17.2 
4 13. 2 12. 4 Me Pe) 14.6 15.2 
ot at 40 om Ms UPS) 50.7 


SOME FOOD PRICES UP 
OTHERS DOWN 


North Carolina farmers were paying 
Slightly less for some food items on 
March 15, 1956 than a year earlier; how- 
ever, these lower prices were offset to 
some extent by an increase in prices 
paid for other food items. Average prices 
paid for sugar, rice, bacon, round steak, 
and lard were below both the mid Decem- 
ber and march prices of last year. 

Bacon registered the sharpest decline 
while tea showed the largest increase 
during the year. (See the table above 
for these comparisons. ) 


AVERAGE PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR FURNITURE 


NORTH CAROLINA 


UNIT] Dec. 15 | Mar. 15] Mar. 15] Dec. 
1955 1956 1955 1955 


ITEMS 


Rugs, Axminster 9’ x 12’... 77.00 
Rugs, felt base 9’ x 12’.... 12.00 
Dining-Room Sid COAa sc cule aio 260. 00 
Living-Room suites......ceo.- 160.00 
Bedroom SuiteS....c.ccccccece 165. 00 
Bedsteads, Sethe double..... 16.50 
Mattresses 54’’ felted cotton 27.50 
Bed springs, double sagless.. 22, 00 
KLtChen Caplne tsi vi. ws ss se eek 62.00 
Stoves,6-hole kitchen ranges 115.00 
Washing machine, wringer type 
elec ne RTT Lee cee 145. 00 
Refrigerators, elec. (9 Cu. 
° ebeoeoeoeveevneoeeee2ee008%8680 275.00 


UNITED STATES 


15 | Mar. 15] Mar. 15 
1956 1955 
- DOLLARS= 

72.00 73.00 81.50 80.60 80. 40 
12. 00 11.50 11.60 11.60 | ges 
260.00 240. 00 255.00 256.00 250. 00 
155.00 155. 00 191. 00 191.00 185. 00 
160.00 170.00 182.00 182. 00 177. 00 
16.00 15,50 16.70 16, 80 16. 10 
PA few) 26. 50 23.30 23.10 23.40 
21.00 19,50 20.60 20.50 19.80 
61,00 60.00 59.60 59.70 58.70 
105, 00 110.00 121.00 120.00 118.00 
140. 00 140, 00 138.00 138.00 136. 00 
295.00 270. 00 259.00 261.00 274.00 
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COMPARISON OF PRICES RECEIVED BY U. S. FARMERS 
AND PARITY PRICES 


PARITY OR AVERAGE PRICES 
COMMODITY PRICES RECEIVED COMPARABLE AS PERCENTAGE 
BY FARMERS PRICES L/ OF PARITY 
Mar. 15 poe 15 Mar. Apr. 15 Mar. 15] Apr. 15 
1956 1956 1956" 1956 1956 1956 


DOLLARS DOLLARS DOLLARS DOLLARS | PERCENT PERCENT 


Cotton; « LO Vie or 3164 . 3250 3497 od se 90 92 
Wheat, Bu..... re hte Sebi s 1797 2, 03 2.39 2.39 82 85 
COTR SE BUsnene Ricvar rivers 14°20 Iw32 1.74 1.74 69 16 
Oats. Bliss sw sco ere ; 618 623 . 849 “90D is 73 
Baan Bile wicene »925 «949 ie ais 0 val 
RYO; BU a eee pice ae P 985 1.01 1.66 l.o% 59 60 
Beef eae Cwts w. 14. 40 15. 00 21.30 21. 40 68 70 
Hogs, 1'CWti nn. .hae vem iaZeal 14. 30 2140 21, 20 58 67 
Lanbs ; (Cwlii. om settee luabaee 18. 20 23.40 23.60 17 T7 
Chi ee All, }bpaee 216 - 203 . 282 . 284 Tat fal 
ape Le Je Meter . 396 «oon 457 460. 97 5/ 93, 2/ 
k, a CWEA 2s. 3.98 _3/ 3.84 4/ 4.62 4.66 88 5/ 88 5/ 


L/ Effective parity prices as computed currently tn months indicated using base 
perfod prices and indexes then in effect. 
2/ Estimated average price for the month for al! milk sold at wholesale to plants 
~ and dealers. 
3/ Revised. 
4 Preliminary. 
Percentage of seasonally adjusted prices to parity prices. 
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